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Ttiition to hit $10,000 next year
by Justin R. Lopinot
Editor in Chief
Tuition continues its perennial ascent, as the board into effect last October and has been a major focus of
of trustees has agreed to raise full-time tuition by $500 President Dennis Golden.
for the 1997-98 academic year. At $10,000 it still
He commented, “In the strategic plan, we’re trying
ranks well below most private institutions, which to lessen our dependence on tuition, and increase non
average $ 13,000 per year.
tuition revenue.”
The rise in full-time tuition represents the smallest
Areas where increases are expected include alumni
of all tuition increases at 5.26 percent. Part-time contributions and major gifts, among several others. A
undergraduate evening courses have risen 7.43 per report will be given to the board of trustees in mid
cent to $260 per credit hour (pch). Part-time day and February on this topic. “We are way ahead of where
graduate costs have increased identically by 6.2 per we were last year, in this regard,” added Golden.
cent to $325 pch. Graduate Communication Disorder
Although the specifics of the 1997-98 fiscal budget
costs have experienced the greatest increase, as the are still being developed, certain portions of the rev
cost pch has risen 10.94 percent to $355.
enue will be devoted to the quality of the campus life
Whileincrementsof5-11 percent may seem minute, according to Golden.
these increases appear more substantial when com
Information technology will again be a major fo
pared to the consumer price index.
cus, as the technology lab will continue to be imThe consumer price index is the United States’ ■ proved, and the library will move towards becoming
official measure of inflation. For 1996, the consumer completely electronically automated.
price index was only 3.3 percent, which means that the
“Last year we devoted some of the money to the
cost of attending Fontbonne has increased substan enhanced parking on campus, so I hope you all see that
tially when considering the “real” value of money.
and it touches your lives on a daily basis,” said Golden.
To aid students with covering these rises in costs,
The changes currently being made around campus
the college plans to increase its financial assistance by should also help build a stronger reputation, both
9 percent or $ 192,000. Most of this aid, however, will nationally and locally.
come in the form of loans.
“As long as we stay with the strategic plan, and let
As the College looks to the future, tuition revenue the plan guide our budget decisions, which is exactly
figures in as being a less substantial factor of overall what we’re trying to do, we are going to start to see
revenue. This is part of the Strategic Plan, which went tremendous progress in certain areas and two or three
years from now, as we get two-thirds of the way
through the plan, I think you and other students will
look back and hopefully smile and say warmly, ‘Yeah,
this is good for us and this is good for the college.’”
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UNDERGROUND SMOKER PART
OF PRESIDENT'S POLUTION PLAN
by Sary Miniscule and Marg Eroome
Recently, a Sister N. Earnest, president in
residence at Fontbonne, reported that the smoking
machines may soon be reinstalled on this campus.
In view of an earlier release from her office
that they had been removed as a endeavor to aid in the
air pollution problem, Sister remarked, “The problem is
still with us, but newer methods have been discovered to
handle it.”
Through a Federal Government Grant, money
has been appropriated to complete the smoker-library. It
is to be the first smoker-library of its kind.
Sister Winepeg Ann, from the Alberta, Canada
Province, cited the reason for the burning issue, “The
cloudy atmosphere of the smoker-library will be more
conducive to learning since students will not be able to
see their fellow classmates and therefore will be able to
study in greater solitude enhanced by the underlying
factor of smoke.”
Plans for the underground smoker will
necessitate changes in the book-moving day program (if
and when). Top on the agenda will be the official
installation of the smoking machines by outstanding
members of the Senior Class.
Moving day will terminate with an all-campus
chain smokers dance, and the senior moving in the most
machines will be chosen “Nicotine Queen” and will
have five “Menthol Maids.” The queen’s first duty will
be to light the first cigarette in the underground smoker
of the smoker-library.
Sister Marcella Stephanie has been chosen
faculty moderator for the program because of her
outstanding interest in student motivation, and her idea
that “smoking and learning should go hand ‘n hand.”

McDonald to
direct library
by Chris Sommer
Features Editor
Beginning this semester, Dr. Joseph McDonald is
the new director of the library. He is replacing Alberta
Ann Ruys, CSJ, who retired after thirty-six years of
service to the community. Because he has more than
thirty years of experience working with public and
collegiate libraries, Dr. McDonald is no dummy when
it comes to using the old Dewey decimal system. But
he prefers to be working behind a monitor and key
board instead of dealing with old Dewey.
Dr. McDonald is originally from Argentina, where
his parents were missionaries until he was thirteen
years old. His family eventually found its way to
Pennsylvania, where he began working in the local
library bookmobile. Dr. McDonald has held a variety
of library positions since those days in the bookmo
bile. From 1992 to 1993 he served as vice president for
information services at DordtCollege in Sioux Center,
Iowa. Prior to working in Iowa, he was director of
libraries at Pepperdine University in California.
After working at Dordt College, Dr. McDonald
decided to “give himself’ a sabbatical. During this
period he co-authored a book based on his doctoral
dissertation. It is titled Academic Libraries: The
Dimensions oftheir Effectiveness. The book is some
what controversial because it “accuses libraries of not
doing their job effectively.” Dr. McDonald believes
that most people simply think of libraries as large

McDonald continued on page 7

FC honors Martin Luther King Jr
by Kathleen Sifuentes
Staff Writer
On January 24, at noon, passersby could hear
heavenly voices spilling out of Doerr Chapel followed
by a deep, booming, earthly voice challenging the
college community to “construct a diverse racial cur
riculum” and “make racial diversity seen on all levels
at Fontbonne College.”
From “a rightful good church,” as introduced by
President Dr. Dennis Golden, guest speaker Father
Maurice Nutt of the St. Alphonsus “Rock” church
delivered these words in energetic punctuation to his
sermon at the ninth annual campus celebration of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday. Drawing upon Dr.
King’s lifetime work in the direction of peace, free
dom, and racial unity, Nutt explained that a sense of
integrity goes along with accepting the responsibility
of picking up the Nobel Peace Prize winner’s teach
ings and “finding the spirit of Martin Luther King
within us.” He was very adamant about the need to
implement these teachings.
“Wake up!” Nutt called out to the congregation,
“the killing in this world is an indication of work to be
done! It is time to stop pressing the snooze button!”
Songs in acappella and harmony vibrated the chapel
walls as well as the throats of the congregation and the
members of the Voices of Praise Gospel Choir, both of
which represented the cultural diversity in the college
community.
“I could hear the gospel music from outside and I
was just about ready to se the building sway,” com
mented one faculty member.
People rocked, dipped their hips and curled their
. lips as Father Nutt took up the microphone and launched
the congregation into traditional African-American
spirituals. He edged into the congregation and in
structed everyone to shuffle close, cross their arms,
and clasp each other’s hands and sing “We Shall
Overcome Today.” People standing near the doors at
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Maurice Nutt leads Doerr Chapel in celebration of
Martin Luther King Jr. 's works and wisdom
a distance from the pews looked on at the congregation
swaying in unison with affected looks, widening smiles,
and melting eyes. Eventually, the human chains
tumbled apart and the ceremony crested with “This
Little Light of Mine” as individual candles bobbed and
leaped to the rhythm.
Movement, songs, and speeches beaded together in
a theme of racial unity made the intent of the commit
tee coordinators of the Martin Luther King celebration
visible: to coax a spirit of understanding between
races and to promote awareness of the work yet to be
done in the way of racial equity.
“I said what the spirit led me to say,” commented
committee chair Loris Williams in response to the
closing remarks she made to the congregation. She
abandoned a prepared speech in favor of a genuine
display of emotion and allowed words from the soul to
roll off her tongue as a student stood at her side with his
arm draped over her shoulder, “I hope that each of you
will take the good I think we’ve accomplished here
today and share it throughout the community.”
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News

JletteM, ia ike RAiltPi......
Late Night incident sparks
Apology letter to SEB A members for Late Night incident
Dear SEBA members,
Please accept our apologies for the remarks and actions of the DJ at the
SGA to implement new policy "Late Night
with Lee McKinney" dance on November 8,1996. We regret any harm
by Jennifer Lueken

Staff Writer
In the past the college has not had a
policy regarding the different types of
music that is to be played at school
sponsored events. Since Late Night
with Lee McKinney, Student Develop
ment, with the help of SGA, has formu
lated a written policy requiring all DJs to
play a variety of music.
“It’s a shame that a policy like this
had to come from such an unfortunate
incident,” commented SGA president
Norene Diel.
Several African American students
had requested songs at Late Night with
Lee McKinney that the DJ did not have
in his assortment of music. One of the
students offered to retrieve some of the
requested music from his dorm room,
this seemed to be fine with the DJ.
The students waited for awhile, but
the music they had requested was never
played. When the students approached
the DJ about their requested music, they
discovered their CDs had been set aside.
Heated words were exchanged between
the students and the DJ.
Athletic Director, Lee McKinney

said, “Had I known what was going on,
I could have ran some interference to
stop it.”
By this time it was almost 1:00 a.m.
and McKinney decided to end the dance.
He asked Aaron Frison and some other
members of the men’s basketball team
to get the students back to the dorms.
McKinney assured everyone that he
would handle the problem on Monday.
On Monday morning, McKinney
was out on campus apologizing to all
the students involved.
“We have such a good time [at Late
Night] we don’t want this to back lash
on F.A.A.,” commented McKinney.
Looking back on the incident Lee
McKinney had this to say, “It might
have been a bad situation, but we have
such good students with good heads on
their shoulders, that they went back to
the residence halls and took my word
for it that it would be taken care of
Monday and I appreciate the students
for that. Especially Aaron Frison for
taking the students back to the dorms
and letting me handle it.”

Probation, dismissal letters
arrive days before semester
by Danielle Lindhorst
News and Opinion Editor
Students with below a 2.000 grade
point average were disturbed by the late
arrival of their probation and dismissal
letters this semester.
Twelve letters stating dismissal were
sent out viacertified mail on the evening
of January 8, and letters providing noti
fication of probation were mailed the
morning of January 9. With classes
expected to start on January 15, this did
not offer much time for students to react.
“I had already bought my books and
paid my tuition before they told me that
I couldn’t come back. If they’re going to
kick someone out, shouldn’t they tell
them before tuition has been paid?” said
one student.
When asked why the letters were
mailed out so close to the start of the
next semester, Sr. Mary Carol Anth,
Assistant Dean, explained that the cal
endar posed the problem. “The presi
dent closed the campus from Christmas
to New Years,” she explained. “The
grades came in late, and the Registrars
could not process them until January 2.
The committee met as soon as it could
on January 8.” Sr. Mary Carol Anth also
said that twelve dismissals for a fall
semester is average.
When a student falls below a 2.000
grade point average, he or she is refer
eed to the Undergraduate Academic
Committee which determines the status
of the student. At this time, many of the
students with low grade point averages

HELP WANTED
Men/Women earn $480
weekly assembling circuit
boards/electronic
components at home.
Experience unnecessary,
will train. Immediate
openings your local area.
Call 1-500-680-7891 ext.
C200

are put on probation. This means that
they have one semester to raise their
grades to a 2.000 or higher. While on
probation, the student’s course load is
monitored and limited. At the end of the
probationary semester, the students are
placed back into committee where they
are removed from probation, given a
second probation period, or dismissed
from campus for academic deficiencies.
In extreme circumstances, a student
whose grade point average is below a
1.000 can be dismissed from campus
without a probationary period. Students
are given the right to appeal any deci
sion made by the committee. One stu
dent on probation said, “I plan on ap
pealing. I had a rough fall semester, and
my grades have always been good.”
A student who has been dismissed
must wait one year before they may
apply for readmission. These students
must go through the Admission Review
Subcommittee before they are allowed
to take classes again.
While many were not happy to be on
probation, one student said, “I think that
it’s a good system. I’m on probation,
and it’s given me the motivation to do
better. It’s woken me up, and it shows
that our school has integrity.”
NO GIMMICKS
EXTRA INCOME NOW!
ENVELOPE STUFFING — $600 ■ $800 every week
Free Details: SASE to
International Inc.
1375 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, New York 11230

Wanted !!!

Post Dispatch article speaks of laptops given to Options students
Something has come to my attention that I feel not a lot of people are aware
of, and should be. An article appeared in the Everyday section of the Post-Dispatch
on Sunday, December 8, 1996. The article was a side bar to a main article about
college campuses that are online or heve integrated the use of computers into their
schools. Fontbonne College was highlighted in the small article because it is “the
only college in the St. Louis area that gives laptops to incoming students-in this case
for the nighttime MBA Fontbonne Options program.” The article went on to clarify
that if the students complete their two-year MBA program the student gets to keep
the laptop. Now, for anyone that doesn’t know, laptops are incredibly expensive.
They run anywhere from $1500, for a very cheap one, to $3500 for an up-to-date
one. But I’m being modest with those prices and I’m sure that a bulk purchase
knocks the price down. Now I think it’s a great incentive for these students, but
what about the rest of the paying students? This brings me to our most recent tuition
hike, which I think it is safe to say, most students would agree that there haven’t
been many improvements on campus, as promised. The extended parking lot has
been the only positive, visible difference. Now maybe the article didn’t cover all
of the details involved with this free gift, but speaking for the undergraduate
population who must struggle with overloaded printers and crowded computer
labs, this is upsetting. Laptops would be very beneficial to our education, also.
Sara Ann Politowski

Dear Sara,
After reading your letter, I was interested in finding out more about the
laptop computers, so I did a litte research. I found out that each individual studying
business in the graduate program through Options, gets to individually select the
laptop of her or his choice. Each one is a 486 with a color screen and you were
correct with your price estimates, as I have found that reasonably price laptops of
this variety run anywhere from $1500 to nearly $4000. Tuition for Options is
currently $306 per credit hour, and the two graduate programs take either 36 or 43
hours, respectively. This means that the price of their degree (either $11,016 and
$13,158) is moderately close to one full year of Fontbonne’s traditional tuition
($10,000). True, it would be tremendously benificial to traditional students, but
unfortunately instituting this policy beyond the Options program would probably
mean even higher tuition. Several people were contacted in regards to finding out
if Options' computers are funded through their own tuition, or if the whole campus
pays for the "gift" laptops; but nobody seemed to know. If you or any other readers
know anything about the "laptop situation," please write to the Fontbanner. We
would really like to find more information on this topic.
Justin R. Lopinot
Editor in Chief

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••a
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this may have caused. Although it has been our informal practice to ask DJ's to play
a variety of music at campus events, the Office of Student Development (with input
from SGA) is now formulating a written policy to require variety in the play list.
Sincerely,
Gary Zack
Lee McKinny
Vice President for Enrollment Management and
Director of Athletics
Student Development
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The Fontbanner is written and pub
lished monthly by students of
Fontbonne College during the fall
and spring semesters. Content of
this paper is developed indepen
dently of the SGA, faculty ana ad
ministration. Individual opinions
expressed herein are not necessar
ily those of the editors, college and
college community. Readers are
encouraged to submit story ideas,
information and advertising to the
Fontbanner mailbox, 6800 Wydown
Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63105-3098,
or by phoning (314) 889-4550.
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News
marvel at support “twork
Staff Writer
In an effort to meet the demands of
the ever changing, multicultural
Fontbonne community, Linda Wells
Glover, Multicultural Specialist and
Director of the Lilly Grant, along with
ten other student volunteers, have suc
cessfully implemented thecollege’s first
minority Peer Support Network.
Glover said, “The program is de
signed to provide personal assistance
and academic resource support to first
year international, and minority stu
dents.”
Linda credits a number of people for
the success of the program. Topping the
list are her peer support mentors who
include Kim Green, Torre AndersonBrown, Kara Evil, Rico Brown, Melvin
Moore, Angie Rickher, Carmen Turner,
Brandie Jenkins, Norene Deil, Maria
Lucas, and Elizabeth Lee who assisted
Linda with the crossing of the language
barrier to the international students.
The Peer Support Network is a su
pervised activity that consists of five
components that are organized into a
four hour training program. It includes
an overview of mentoring, cultural di
versity training, resource referral,
mentoring session guidelines, and jour
nal keeping I evaluation strategies. The
mentees report to the mentors. The
mentors report to the Student Coordina
tors, and then the Student Coordinators
report to the Director of Multicultural
Affairs.
The International program consists
of fifteen students and focuses mainly
on tutoring in English. Mentors and
pupils meet together six times in an
informal setting where they might ask
questions about homework, American
customs, and any other problems that
the mentor might be able to answer. If
the mentor can’t answer their questions
the mentees are provided with the re
sources to get answers.
When Elizabeth Lee, MBA student
at Fontbonne and President of the
Fontbonne Association of-International
Students, was asked what she thought
the implications the Peer Support Net
work would have on the international

students. She responded by saying,
“Basically, the program is designed to
make the adaptation process of coming
to America a smoother transition. The
mentors help with language barriers,
and to overcome the experiences of
everyday living in the U. S.”
Rico Brown, a Sophomore English
major and mentor to the international
students said, “My experiences have
all been positive. I have enjoyed the
conversation and the opportunity to
teach and learn from another culture."
When asked for his opinion on the
new organization, former Director of
International Students, Bert Barry, com
mented, “When you have students who
make this sort of connection, their tran
sition from one country to another be
comes smoother and it allows them to
adapt with greater ease. Therefore, I
think what Linda has done is enor
mously conducive to the growth of
Fontbonne’s international program.”
The minority program assists ten
African-American students who are at
Fontbonne for their first year. They
too have at least six sessions in which
mentors and new students come to
gether and set goals, check on progress,
and provide a friendly ear for listening.
Students get help with homework, reg
istration procedures and other neces
sary collegiate endeavors.
Brandie Jenkins, President of Stu
dents for the Enhancement of Black
Awareness (SEB A) and a Peer Mentor,
openly shared her opinions concerning
the program by adding, ‘The Support
Network allows the new students to
obtain information first hand from
people who have plenty of college
experience. It gives the mentor and the
student an opportunity to build new
relationships, and adjust comfortably
to the Fontbonne community.”
The social component to the pro
gram includes events such as bowling,
dining out, and parties. There is also
guidance available for such activities
as opening a checking account or un
derstanding a lease.
Peer Mentors continued on page 5
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MWF
Regular
Snow Schedule
8/8:30am
10-10:40am
9/9:30am
10:50-11:30am
10/10:30am
11:40- 12:20pm
12pm
12:40- 1:20pm
After this, classes starting at 1:30 or later
meet as usual

TTH
Regular
Snow Schedule
8/8:30am
10-Ham
10am
11:10-12:10am
12pm
12:30-1:30pm
1:30pm
1:40- 2:50pm
After this, classes starting at 3:30 or later
meet as usual

Anouncement of the snow schedule or cancellation of classes
will be made ONLY on:
KMOXAM
WILAMFM
KXOKAM
Y98FM
MAJIC108FM
The college switchboard will carry a message announcing snow
delay or cancellation.

Van Almsick meets Gorbachev I

photo courtesy of Rex Van Almsick

Ouer Thanksgiuing break, Dr. Ren Uan Rlmsick, chair
the department of philosophy, religion and social
sciences had the opportunity to meet former Souiet
Premier Mikhail Gorbacheu after attending a news
conference

Freshman survey results are
conclusive: judge for yourself
by Libby Dust
Special to the Fontbanner
As part of freshmen orientation week
Randi Wilson, counseling and career
development, and Sara Langan, career
development, administered The Coop
erative Institutional Research Program
(CIRP) Survey to 99 incoming fresh
men in August of 1996. The survey
gathered demographic and attitudinal
data. The class’ scores were then used to
compare the College to other four year
private and moderately selective Catho
lic universities.
About 34 percent of the students
surveyed said they felt “overwhelmed”
in the past year. About six percent felt
“depressed” in the past year.
More then 45 percent said they
worked at least 16 hours a week. In
private universities, only 34 percent
worked that many hours. Moderately
selective schools reported 36 percent.
Good academic reputation was the
top reason that freshmen selected
Fontbonne as their college of choice.
Financial aid, in addition to size and
location were also key factors. These
same factors were also significant with
other schools.
Seventy-six percent of the freshmen
chose to attend college to enable them
selves to make more money. The sec
ond most popular reason to advance

their schooling was to gain a general
education. Sixty percent chose this re
sponse. While 38 percent are going
because of their parents, 2 percent just
"had nothing better to do."
The school has a higher percentage
of smokers, as compared to other col
leges, by 7 percent. In addition, 45
percent of our students have drank beer,
and 51 percent have drank wine or li
quor. Other schools’ percentages were
relatively similar. The majority of the
freshmen spent 10 hours or less study
ing per week.
About 28 percent of our students
believe that sex is acceptable if the people
like each other. Of all the students who
held this position, 42 percent were males
and 21 percent female. Married women
are best at home according to 25 percent
of males. More than 25 percent feel
marijuana should be legalized. Slightly
more females felt this way than males.
More than half of the students are
middle of the road when it comes to
political affiliation. Nearly 18 percent
are conservatives, and almost 16 per
cent are liberals.
Over half of the college’s campus is
comprised of Roman Catholics, although
24 percent of surveyed students believe
they are born-again Christians.

The Fontbanner could use a few good writers.

Interested?

See Justin in FA 206
♦♦Please note that the snow schedule listed in the student
handbook is incorrect, and this one isn't**

or call 889-4550.
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Opinion
by Chris Sommer

by Valerie Schremp------------------------------------------------------ ------------I realize that long-term, committed love and the institution of marriage are
beautiful things. In fact, I gazed at this season’s Valentine displays with a sense of
longing, at least until the nausea set in.
I have a problem with dating. Dating is a torturous, confusing, brain-mushing
process, and I want to know why people endure it. Dating is the means to the end
of love and marriage, but sometimes it may simply mean an end.
In grade school, we established relationships quickly and effortlessly. When we
had a crush on the kid sitting two rows away from us in health class, our classmates
did our cut-and-dry messengering for us. Relationships started via passed notes
looking something like this:
Do you like Donny Dunker?
Check one: __ yes __ no
Of course, the proper box, “yes,” was checked, (for Donny was by far THE
absolute fourth grade hunk of man—no cooties), he was informed, and we had to
do nothing more but sit on the same vinyl school bus seat, stare straight ahead, and
not talk to each other. Simple. Painless.
Years later, the ways of wooing have changed. We cannot rely on our
classmates to establish the relationship for us (because they have since run away
and married one another), so we must rely on our own, lone, reasonable adult selves,
which is a terrible idea given the notion we once liked some guy named Donny
Dunker.
If two people are attracted to one another, their brains turn into mush for many
reasons, many of them simply beautiful, most of them simply hormonal. However,
our sense of logic somehow coagulates with our brains, rendering communication
impossible. “I want my name etched on the same headstone as this person’s,” we
tell ourselves within the first fifteen minutes of the successful date, but of course
we do not tell each other that, because that would be obsessive.
So we do not return the phone calls immediately, we do wash our jeans for the
next date, we do everything in our power to not look like neurotic stalkers. But we
at least become neurotic, and the relationship with our potential mate for death
somehow fizzles away—a mystery.
Some relationships fizzle away for obvious reasons—-reasons not always

obvious i0 trie other person irrvotkeo.' GMny,secowoUATt^Ydhths%,wyTnc?Vvvfl^
the summer, we went to a party held by one of his co-workers. My date, oblivious
to the fact he was the only life of this party, attacked a container of Jell-0 shots all
evening.
Leaving him in his fantasy world, I slunk to the bathroom, looking for any means
of escape. Quickly discovering my rear’s dimensions exceeded that of the
bathroom window’s, I slunk back to the kitchen and reclaimed my spectator spot
against the counter. I did not see my date until he bolted in from nowhere and—
I am not kidding—HEADBUTTED me in the stomach. “Hey! Having a good
time?” he asked eagerly, gleeful that he made his apparent “move” on at least one
woman. “Ugggfh,” I answered, recovering from my doubled over position enough
to weakly reach out for his car keys.
“Boy,” I said with fake enthusiasm as I drove him home. “I sure do enjoy this
Love bus continued on page 6

Features Editor
I don’t think that I have been getting enough sleep. I have caught myself doing
certain things that might substantiate this...
1.1 tend to doze off. For instance, the other day I was watching the news:
NEWSGUY: “I’m Larry Connors and this just in., a large nuclear
warhead is headed straight for St. Louis. This is not a test. You
are instructed to”
ME: TZZLTL 777TZ372TZ.
2.1 feel very weak. This is highlighted by the fact that OOOUUUCCCHHH!
Oh My Gosh!!! I just broke my finger trying to push down on the damn
keys this keyboard!
3.1 am very lazy. I’m not taking time to do the little things; like water the
plants, give little Becky her insulin, eat, etc.
4. It has effected my mental well being. I keep imagining that I have a
daughter named Becky.
I would like to get more sleep, there just aren’t enough hours in the day. I will
lye down with every intention of going to bed on time (before they put a test pattern
on the TV). Then I will remember something pressing that has to be done...toenails
need clipped. So I will get up to get the clippers when I see what appears to be a
pimple forming. So I go to work on it, trying with all I have in me to put pressure
on my two index fingers, to the point that I fear one of them may snap in half at any
moment. It is futile. I’11 have to wait a couple ofdays and try again. The good news
though is that now my entire face is red and you can’t see the spot anyway. I can
finally go to bed. Only there is one problem... now I’m wide awake. So I decided
to catch up on my reading for school. I wasn’t far into the book (Table of Contents)
before I started dozing off. I was finally asleep! There was nothing to stand between
me and a good nights RRIINNGG! RRIINNGG! Federal law prohibits you from
going to sleep without talking to your fiancee. So we exchange pleasantries, say
“Goodnight” and hang up. That normally takes 2 to 3 hours. After I hang up with
her I, just out of curiosity, not that I am going to watch it, turn on the TV Well my
favorite infomercial is on.
SMILING GUY IN SWEATER WHO HOSTS EVERY INFOMERCIAL:
“Hi”
STUDIO AUDIENCE, WHO WERE IN NO WAY PROMPTED OR
xPAIP. ANyJUJMxQEMQNFM AT AJJ, .NFITHVEN. AJATTLF TO
SAY ALL OF THOSE NICE THINGS ABOUT THE PRODUCT: “Hi”
GUY (Standing next to ‘72 Pinto): “What would you say if I told you we
could turn this dilapidated (meaning thirsty) old car, which has been
scratched up, blown up, set on fire, driven by Orson Wells and many other
horrible things done to it, into a beautiful car again?
UNPROMTED AUDIENCE: “You’re crazy.” (in unison)
GUY (Standing next to smaller guy who is wearing glasses and a white
smock): “Well I have a supposed research scientist with a funny accent who
developed the revolutionary MIRACLE WAX 6000. Watch what happens when
I spread it on the car...” (He smears some of the gook on the car, the room goes dark
and suddenly the car is beautiful again; of course it is also now a ‘93 Mustang)
UNPROMTED AUDIENCE: “That’s incredible!” (Whoops! Wrong show.)
At least I’m not letting my lack of sleep enterfear wiff mie skoolwerk.

Great moments in FC
historyHow the First Fontbonne Griffin's
grandfathers got hitched
Upon the unfortunate death of her
husband, Butterball, the nation's most
prestigious bald eagle also became the
nation's most eligible bachelorette.

If you could have any ficticious valentive, who would it be?

Though poor by birth, Lennox the Lion
and Sol the Serpent both romanticized
and argued over who would marry the
widowed symbol of our country.
America's no jungle and you're no king/^
Lennox. Now. if I could just get her away
from the paparazzi, I could trick her...

^ive me a break, you skinshedding serpent! That
garden trick is as old as life
itself!
y

This went on for several hours before
they each realized that she was way out
of their league. They capped their night
off by settling for two drunk biker-eagles
they met at a pub.

Libby Dust
Sophomore
Biology
"Vai Kilmer be
cause he is hot!"

Gerri Reynolds
Senior
Speech Pathology
"Winnie the pooh
because he is a chubby
little cubby all stuffed
with fluffd who is good
fore cuddling."

compiled by Andy McKenzie

Carmen Turner
Senior
Human Services
"If I could have a
dream valentive it
would be Harrison
Ford, especially when
he is Han Solo."

Matt Monken Jr.
Junior
Marketing
"Tom Cruises girl
friend in Jerry Maguire.
She was really caring and
sensitive. Plus I dig the
plain-Jane type."
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Zhang wins Riverfront Times writing contest
by Justin R. Lopinot
Editor in Chief
Student Hongling Zhang triumphed
in The Riverfront Times first annual
Words and Pictures College Writing
and Photography Contest, taking first
place honors in the essay competition
with her piece entitled “Facing the
River.”
For winning the contest, Zhang had
her essay published in the January 22
edition of The Riverfront Times. In
addition, a prize was supposed to be
given to each winner. Zhang has yet to
find out what it may be because, “I
haven’t gotten it yet!”
Zhang discovered the contest by
chance. The ON WRITING bulletin
board, posted on the wall of second floor
Fine Arts between Ben Moore’s and

photo courtesy of Hongling Zhang

Daryl Wennemann’s offices, contained
a flyer explaining the contest, and Zhang
took notice.
She first wrote her winning entry for
her rhetoric class last semester under

the guidance of Dr. Robert Rebein. The
situation, which occurred during her
childhood, came quickly to her mind.
The finished work is a vivid, retrospec
tive essay about the street that she grew
up on.
Zhang, in her first year at Fontbonne,
originally came to the United States
from China four years ago as a visiting
scholar in the Law School at Washing
ton University.
“I was never interested in law and
finally decided to change majors and
come to Fontbonne,” said Zhang.
She chose to attend Fontbonne be
cause she heard it was a “very good”
school and, for thrift’s sake, “the
tuition’s cheaper than Wash U’s.”

Peer Mentors continued
Payment for the Peer Support Net
work comes entirely from the Lilly
Grant. According to Mrs. Glover, May
1997 marks the expiration of its funds,
“at that point Fontbonne must continue
funding.” The future of Fontbonne’s
Department of Multicultural Affairs is
in the Strategic Plan but no funding has
been allocated at this point. However,
student’s have no problem with being
volunteers. Angie Rickher said, “the
reward is I learn just as much from them
as they do from me. What they teach me
I can’t learn from a textbook.”
Any students interested in partici
pating in the Peer Mentoring Network
should make an appointment with Linda
Wells-Glover. She can be reached in
the Office of Student Development
(314)889-1411.

Last night I dreamed about the small street again. I can’t remember how hung under the eaves. People of the small street would hang the vegetables under
many times I’ve dreamed about it, but every time the dreamland is the same. I wertt their house eaves so that they would dry and the families could eat them in the
back to the narrow street again, walking on the path paved with large, dark-green winter. When the autumn wind blew, the garlands of peppers and garlic would
stones. The stones were wet and slippery, and I walked lightly down the street. The sway and rustle in the wind like wind chimes.
houses standing along both sides of the street were the old-fashioned wooden
When the winter came, the small street would become quiet. Exposed to
buildings common in southern China, with wide, upturned eaves rising high like the cold, dry wind, the street would shiver like a homeless roamer. People would
flying dragons dancing in the sky.
close their doors tightly and seldom ventured out. Sometimes I would look outside
Everything is the same as I remembered it. Even the people walking in the through the small space between the two old wooden doors. Nothing was outside
street were the familiar faces of my childhood. Excited, I called everybody’s name except withered yellow leaves spinning in the wind like sparrows hopping on the
and told them I had come back, but nobody answered. It seemed they didn’t ground, looking for food.
remember me. I was a stranger to them. I tried to yell to them who I was, but my
I would feel bored and ask for stories from my grandmother sitting by the
voice was so light that only I could hear myself. At this point I awoke as always, stove. She had told the stories to me so many times that she had no more stories to
and spent the next few hours looking at the faint moonlight glowing through the tell. Sometimes when she had just started a story, I would say, “Oh, Grandma, I’ve
window, waiting for sleep to come again.
heard this one before. Tell me a new one.” When this happened, she would tell the
I spent my childhood on that small street whose name changed with every story of the old Buddha and the little Buddha to keep me quiet.
new regime. Its original name was Linshui, which means “facing the river,”
“Long, long time ago, there was a big mountain. On the mountain there was
because of the slow-moving river that ran beside the small street. My grandmother an ancient temple. In the temple there was an old Buddha and a little Buddha. One
Jived there most of her life. When I was a little child, my parents left me at day the little Buddha asked the old Buddha to tell a story, so the old Buddha would
Grandma’s house because of the political instability in China, which forced my say ...” Then the story would start over again. “Long, long time ago, there was a
family apart. So my childhood began on that street.
big mountain ...” an endless circle.
On the early spring mornings, when most of the people living on Linshui
My grandmother always promised that the old Buddha would tell a new
Street were still in their dreamlands, my grandmother would wake me up from my story to the little Buddha, but every time it was still the same old story. I grew up
warm bed so that we could go to the early market. “You should get early in spring,” with that story. Finally, I stopped expecting a new story from the old Buddha.
she would say as I followed her out the door with sleepy eyes. But once we opened
Linshui Street was still beautiful, as before. The thing that changed was
the door, the sweet and fresh air filling my nostrils woke me up. The small street me, my childhood. As last, one day, I was flying away from the nest. My grandma
was shrouded in the morning mist like thin silk. The dark-green stones soaked with felt very sad as she packed my clothes. She murmured, “Many years ago your
crystal dew shone in the early morning
mother wanted to go outside. I tried to stop
light. I could smell the fragrance of
her, but she didn’t listen to me. She suf
many different flowers, especially the
fered a lot in the outside world.
sweetness of cape jasmine.
“Now your wings grow strong
There wasn’t any space for large
by Hongling Zhang
enough to fly faraway. I didn’t always live
trees on the street, so many inhabitants
on this street. When I was young, I saw the
winning essay from The Riverfront Times Words and Pictures
planted the small cape-jasmine trees.
South and the North, and a lot of different
College Writing and Photography Contest
Every May the trees blossomed, with
people. Finally, I came back to this small

Facing the River

their large white petals opening on the same night as if they had made an
appointment among themselves. Usually, my grandmother and I were the first
persons to find their secret appointment. Once the cape jasmine was in bloom,
women of the small street would pick the blossoms and wear them in their hair or
send them to their friends as gifts. But my grandmother would never let me take
the flower off the trees. “A flower is like a person; it can fell pain, too,” she’d say.
When we wandered the street on those early May mornings, she would always talk
to me like that.
I also loved the summer nights of the small street. It was the most lively
time of the whole year. Once the sun sank below the horizon, people would carry
water from the river in buckets and pour it on the burning pavestones, cooling the
street with the cold water. Then they would carry bamboo folding chairs and beds
outside and lie down under the wide house eaves, enjoying the coolness of the
evening. Girls would play jump rope under the ivory-yellow street lights. Boys
would play the game of hide-and-seek, chasing each other with wooden guns.
There would always be many people in front of my grandma’s house,
because she was a good storyteller. She never went to school. But she heard many
stories when she was young, working on her husband’s merchant boat on the
Yangtze River. When she started to tell a story, she totally changed her expression
and tone, as if she were a professional storyteller. I would leave the little girls’
group and sneak into the crowd to listen to my grandma’s stories. Most were tragic
love stories of ancient China, which 1 found in the literary textbooks of my college
many years later.
*
In the autumn the sunshine was very bright and clear. The front porches
and facades of the houses were built from stout wood painted with tung oil. After
years of being blown by wind and soaked with rain, the color of the wood had turned
a deep brown. On some of the houses, pieces of the wood had fallen off. This was
the background for colorful strings of red peppers, white garlic and yellow com that

street. This street has everything I want. You will see that I am right later.” But
I left without any reluctance. I was longing for the outside world, far away from
Linshui Street.
Years went by. Then one day I was leaving for America. On the last few
days in China, I felt a strong desire to go back and take a look at the small street.
I went back without telling anybody in advance. The street had changed over the
10 years I had been away. I couldn’t quite recognize it. Many residents had built
new and more comfortable houses instead of the old ones. The style of the street
was mixed like a chop-suey dish.
Actually, the whole of China was like that. The new and the old existed at
the same time. I felt lucky that the dark-green stone street was still there. My
grandmother’sold house hadn’t changed, either. She was 78 years old. still healthy
and energetic. When I told her I was going to leave China, she sighed a long sigh
and mumbled, “It’s not enough to leave the small street. Now you are going to leave
this country, the farther the better ...”
Neighbors came to see me with gifts. My grandma followed me every
where. I didn’t have time to enjoy the river, which was almost dry, nor the clanking
sound of the bicycles rattling over the stone pavement. But when the night came,
I tossed and turned on the bed, unable to fall asleep. So I got up and sneaked out
the door. It was an autumn night. The moon hung in the sky like a huge ancient
copper coin. Misty and plaintive, it took me back to the past, to my childhood.
Nobody was wandering on the street, so I sat down on the cold, dark-green stones
and heard the faint, remote voices of the past coming from the depths of the stones.
Suddenly, I felt a terror when the idea came to my mind--if the dark-green
stone street was gone, my grandma’s old house would be gone, too. What would
be left of this small street? I thought and thought, then the aged and lonely voice
of my grandma arose in my ear, and an old Buddha tottered toward me from the far
end of the small street. But the little Buddha had disappeared ...
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Art St. Louis features Tang

Botswana students attend FC

and Myhre in 'Varsity Art III'

News Editor
When the snow falls
over the St. Louis area,
most people moan and
groan a little, and wait to
hear that school has been
canceled. For four new
students, the snowfall in
these past weeks was quite
a bit more monumental.
Bornia Mpaesele,
Olebeng Setshwaelo,
Matengu Shamukuni, and
photo by Andy McKenzie
Letsomo La Tshipa wit- pictured (from left): Bomia Mpaesele, Letsomo La Tshipa,
nessed their first winter Olebeng Setshwaelo, and Matengu Shamukuni
storm in the ride from Lambert Airport blues.”
to the College after flying in from
La Tshipa began learning English,
Botswana, Africa. “I had only seen snow Botswana’s national language, in pri
on TV,” La Tshipa said. “I was told to mary school. Although he is fluent in
be aware of the cold, but this is too English, he discovered some problems
much.” LaTshipa said good-bye to an with the language that were not fore
average temperature of 90 degrees Fahr seen. Botswana was a British colony,
enheit when he left his hometown of until its independence was granted from
Gaborone, the capital of Botswana.
the UK on September 30, 1966. The
La Tshipa is a performing arts major, English that is spoken and learned in
which is unavailable in Botswana. “The Botswana is of the British style, and he
educational system (in Botswana) does found it to be a little difficult to grasp.
not encourage versatility and creative He still speaks his native tongue,
ness such as artistic subjects like the Setswana, with his Botswanian counter
ater.” He is proud to be the first person parts.
sponsored by his country to study the
Besides the cold and the language,
ater. “The government does not sponsor La Tshipa claims the only other major
the artists or the athletes. The teachers difficulty he has is with the American
are not trained to teach arts, they just do food. “It’s too artificial. We eat more
it for the love of it,” he explained. While natural at home.” He said that he can
he is here, he wants to learn to play the taste some of the chemicals in the food.
saxophone and the piano. He said, “I
Al 1 in al 1 La Tshipa says that America
like American music like jazz and the is “OK. It’s a different experience.”

by Danielle Lindhorst

by Justin R. Lopinot
Editor in Chief
Paul Myhre and Jung-hsiao Tang,
representing Fontbonne, are among 22
university art students featured in the
exhibit “Varsity Art III” at Art St. Louis.
Art St. Louis is a not-for-profit or
ganization and co-op gallery. Art pro
fessors from area universities selected
students who have created outstanding
work for this exhibit.
“I think the four pieces we entered
are very strong and it goes to show how
good Fontbonne’s art department is,”
said Victor Wang, assistant professor
of fine arts.
“Fontbonne’s art program has ex
panded my artistic expression, both in
mastering new skills, such as charcoal
drawing, and fine tuning my previous
skills,” said Jung-hsiao Tang.
Tang, a master’s of fine arts student,
is from Taipei City, Taiwan. He and his

wife, Fen-fang Chung, have a daugh
ter, I-ning Tang. He feels very
priviledged to be featured in “Varsity
Art III,” owing much credit to his in
structors Victor Wang and Tim Liddy;
but this is not the first time that he’s
been a featured artist. Tang has been
featured several times at private galler
ies in Taiwan.
“I have once received the first place
award, and several times received spe
cial distinctions and honorable men
tions,” he said.
Art St. Louis is located in the Saint
Louis Design Center at 917 Locust
Street. The exhibit is located on the
third floor in the main gallery. It is free
and open to the public Monday through
Friday 10 A.M. to 5 P.M., and Saturday
10 A.M. to 4 P.M. For more informa
tion call 241-4810.

Patricia's Peruvian exploits
by Jennifer Lueken
Staff Writer
In the December issue of the
Fontbanner, Valerie Schremp refers to
Patricia Chavez as the “occasionally
disgruntled Fontbonne postal worker,”
however a more accurate description
would be a postal worker with a big
heart.
During Christmas break, Patricia
traveled to Cajamarca, Peru to visit her
father’s side of the family. Three of
Patricia’s four suitcases were packed
with clothes and toys for the children of
Cajamarca. This is her third trip in the
past five years, each time bearing gifts
for the children.
“Throughout the year, my mother
and I go to thrift stores and buy toys,
sheets, diapers, swimming suits, socks
and shoes that we can take to the kids at
Christmas,” said Patricia.
Cajamarca is a small town where her
father grew up and where most of her
family still lives. Patricia’s aunt is the
President of the Neighborhood Park As
sociation and every year she has a Christ
mas party where the gifts are given to
the children.
“Life is simpler in Peru and more
basic things are emphasized in the fam
ily. It is a much more colorful culture
regarding relationships and architec
ture,” said Patricia.
Patricia was born in Peru and feels
comfortable when she visits because
she feels a connection with the people.
Despite her busy schedule with the
children, Patricia also finds time to con
centrate on her drawing, writing, and
photography. She enjoys taking pic
tures of the children, architecture, and
most of all doing family research. All of
her family members are artists. Her
uncle is a writer who recently published
Y READ LITERACY PROGRAM
Volunteers needed to serve as tutors
for students lacking basic skills for
two hours a week in your
neighborhood library; volunteers must
attend two five-hour training sessions.
Share your knowledge today! For
more information or to volunteer, call
Eric Pellarin at 436-1177, ext. 379.

a book and her cousin is a dancer.
"Getting to know my father’s heri
tage and being able to do what I love
[drawing, writing and photography] in
terest me a lot,” commented Patricia
Patricia writes letters throughout the
year to keep up with her family and the
children. She also saves money all year
so she can go home at Christmas time.

photo courtesy of Patricia Chavez

"[Peru I is a much more colorful culture
regarding relationships and architecture."
Pictured is one of the children Patricia
helped out this past Christmas.

Love bus continued from page 4
dating around thing!”
“What do you mean?” he asked, still
giggly from the Jell-o.
“Oh, you know...meeting new
people, having a good time, not having
to deal with a long-term relationship. ”
“Oh,” my date said quietly. I thought
I successfully and politely dropped the
hint until I pulled up to my car, got out,
returned his keys, and said, without any
warning whatsoever that I would inflict
this on myself, “Give me a call.”
What was wrong with me? Was I
borderline masochistic? Did I like intes
tinal bruising? I went absolutely insane
in the following weeks, fending off his
phone calls, reveling at my own stupid
ity, wondering how he turned my brain
into mush when I wasn’t even attracted
to him.
Of course, I soon realized, it wasn’t
him—it was me. I don’t want to be one

of those people who talk about relation
ships so much they fail to have one. Or
the people who simply don’t date be
cause they’re too busy—or insecure—
to initiate them.
We single people wander all alone,
longing for a mate, enduring intestinal
bruising, and admiring those amazing
couples who made it, those battle-weary
people driven to marry each other for
some sort of refuge from the dating
process. Maybe that’s why they call
long-termlovecommitted. Maybethat’s
why they call marriage an institution.
However, to prevent such despera
tion, what do you say to returning to the
old fourth grade matchmaking method?
To ensure a clear, uncomplicated an
swer, simply check one: yes___ no
___ . I’ll save you a seat on the bus, and
you can sit with me and Donny for the
next ride.

SOAK UP SOME KNOWLEDGE THIS SUMMER AT FONTBONNE COLLEGE

Check out Fontbonne College this summer for getting ahead or catching up with
your degree plans. We are offering more courses than ever before and in a variety
' of formats ranging from two to eight weeks and on weekends beginning mid-Mav
through the end of July.
Registration for Summer begins March 20
Some courses close quickly so register early!!!

Eight week session begins Saturday, May 31
Six week session begins Monday, June 16

Other features of summer study at Fontbonne College include reduced tuition
per credit hours,small class sizes, special interest courses and ample parking!!!
Preliminary schedule can be viewed on the Registrar's Office bulletin board or on
the Fontbonne Homepage (http://www.fontbonne.edu ) under Summer Session.
Final schedule available March 5.
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Dewey knows plumbing
by Dale Haller
Staff Writer
Just a simple man try
ing to live a simple life in
a not so simple world.
Dewey Brooks, Mainte
nance Mechanic, finishing
carpenter, expert plumber,
and twenty-four hour, oncall resident of the Main
tenance Department has
done an “outstanding” job
for nearly eight years now.
Mr. Brooks has a repu
tation as a humble man
who came to the college in
search for what he calls, “a job that I
could retire from.” He doesn’t like to
toot his own horn very much, that was
obvious when this reporter tried to get
him to sit down for ten minutes to an
swer a few questions about himself.
Dewey can be seen at all hours around
campus, especially when it snows. Dur
ing early morning snows he is usually
the first one out making situations like
parking or walking down the sidewalk
easier for students or faculty to deal
with.
“He knows Plumbing!”
Who says work isn’t fun? Good times

McDonald continued from page I —
buildings that are filled with millions of
books. His book tries to change that way
of thinking. It emphasizes that the li
brary should be thought of as an “exten
sion of the classroom” rather than a
large bookshelf with walls.
“We are at a transition point because
of the appl ications that the personal com
puter has presented within the library,”
Dr. McDonald stated. The paradigms
that are associated with the collection
and storage of information are all chang
ing due to the onset of modem informa
tion technology. The Fontbonne Li
brary is trying to keep up with an ever
changing technology world. The recent
additions of the technology classroom
and the internet lab are a move in the
right direction. Dr. McDonald would
like to see the collegiate library be the
“academic heart of an institution...an
environment where teachers and stu
dents can be much more closely re
lated.”
Dr. McDonald moved to St. Louis
from Wilmington, Delaware to be closer
to his fiancee whom he had met on the
internet. They both frequented the same
website and began writing back and
forth. After writing for a while they took
an interest in one another. He felt that by
only writing to each other, they had
nothing to hide. They were both very

A CUT ABOVE THE REST
*“^7

HAIR DESIGNS

381 N. BIG BEND
(Big Bend of Millbrook)

726-2004
Paul Mitchell and Nexus Products

FULL SERVICE NAILS
[Mention this ad for 20% off products,
free samples i $2.00 off any hair service.)
A Si. louii Tradition,
because
a cut above the rest.

OPEN 7 PAYS A WEEK

that his coworkers all
agree they’ve shared
with Dewey most viv
idly come from
watching him auger
out some of the storm
drains. “It’s hilarious
to see his fascination
with some of the stuff
he pulls out of a
drain.”
“Picture Dewey
with black, crappy
photo by Andy McKenzie water on his face and
a big smile,” laughed Brent Spies, Di
rector of Physical plant, as he spoke of
just the other night when a water line
burst over in the new Dunham Student
Activity Center. Mr. Brooks was off
campus but returned in only ten minutes
after being paged to make the repairs.
Bob Tellman, close friend and co
worker said, “I’ve known Dewey ever
since he’s been here, how ever long that
is, but the best part about working with
him is you know when you do a job with
Dewey that he is going to take his time
and do it right!”

Fabulous Fontbonne Follies A
fashionable and fun for all

photo courtesy of Public Relations

pictured (from left): Megan Scally, Melissa Branson, and Mary Luna

In December, Terry Thompson presented Fabulous
Fontbonne Follies. The "Terry Thompson Orchestra" played
seueral classic sonys, and the "Fontbonne RII-Rmerican
Beauties" carried the tunes.
"It mas yood to see that all of our hard work and
dedication paid off by the audiences response," said
“Beauty" Rpryl Purnell. She felt that the audience was
"pleasently surprised" by the performance.
\histin R. Lopinot, Editor in Chief

y

For Busso, nothing’s better
than beating the marimba
by Maureen Hayes
special to the Fontbanner
Lynn Busso, junior, may be better
known as Lynn Busso, the marimba
player.
“I really enjoy playing for Terry
photo by Andy McKenzie
Thompson and the jazz ensemble here at
honest about their lives and their feel school,” said Busso.
ings. After writing for a couple of
Busso has been playing the marimba
months, he said that is felt as if they were in Thompson’s Fabulous Follies pro
“heaven made” for each other; so Dr. duction for the past three years.
“It all started at Houlihans where I
McDonald, having never met her or
heard her voice, proposed. She ac still work,” said Busso.
cepted. The rest, as they say, is history.
While working one evening, Busso
During the next few months, Dr. had a special customer named Julia
McDonald did speak with, and finally Simpson, who works for the Admis
even met with his wife. That was almost sions Department.
“Julia asked me if I was getting ready
two years ago, and recently they have
had a child. This past October, William to start my first year at Fontbonne, and
McDonald entered the world, and Dr. from there we went on talking,” ex
McDonald will tell you that William plained Busso.
and the rest of his family are what is
Once Julia found out that Busso could
most important to him.
play the marimba, she encouragingly
Dr. McDonald moved into the told her to talk to Terry Thompson as
Fontbonne community with such ease soon as school started.
that most people probably did not even
That is exactly what Busso did!
“It was my second day of school at
notice the change. There are more
changes to come, changes that students Fontbonne when I walked into Terry’s
will notice, and welcome. The office and asked about his music pro
Fontbonne library has more to offer gram,” Busso said.
After hearing Thompson talk, Busso
today than it ever did before, and Dr.
McDonald is going to ensure that it has decided to become part of the program
right away.
even more to offer in the future.
However, Busso’scarcer of marimba
ROOMATE WANTED
play ing did not begin at Fontbonne. She
Central West End location
has been musically inclined since her
on Pershing near History Museum
freshman year at Oakville High School.
IO X I9 bedroom, non-smoker,
“I wanted to play the bells in our
secure,close to Metro-link
band, but my mother figured once I
$300 rent
started playing bells, that I would want
Stuart Falk 367-6997
to play the drukms too,” said Busso.

“My mother did not want me to play the
drums.”
It was at that point when Busso chose
the woodwind instrument of the clari
net.
“I’m not sure why I picked the clari
net. I knew how to play the piano, but
they did not need a piano player. I could
not play the bells, so I just picked some
thing to be part of the band,” said Busso.
For one full year she played the clari
net, but has not touched it since. The
band director at Oakville had new plans
for Busso.
“They needed more people in the
pit,” said Busso. They needed a ma
rimba player.
“Once the directors remembered I
could play the piano, they immediately
approached me about playing the ma
rimba,” said Busso.
It was to be an easy switch for Busso
because marimba keys and piano keys
are exactly the same.
I did find the switch to be very easy
and I was much more comforable as a
marimba player,” said Busso.
As she strengthened her skills as a
marimba player, her performances
broadened. She performed in concerts,
the Ensemble Festival, the marching
band, and even gave solo performances..
For the future, Busso plans on con
tinuing her marimba playing even after
her May I998 graduation from
Fontbonne.
“I would love to come back and play
with Terry Thompson every year,” said
Busso.
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Men's b-ballers lead conference
by Ben Delf
Sports Editor
The Griffins have had their best start
ever this year. As of February 6, they are
12-3 with a 6-0 record in Conference
play.
Coach McKinney said, “The team’s
playing well, but they haven’t reached
their potential because the team is so
young, but we’ve had some big sur
prises from Brian Schmuke and Jarrett
Scheidegger.”
This year the Griffins lead the SLI AC
in offense, scoring margin, 3pt. fg’s
made and 3pt. percentage. The men’s
team beat Westminster College 82-67,
leading scorer was Jason Malott( 19) and

leading rebounder Aaron Frison(12).
Doug Davinroy said, “We are not
playing as well as we should, if we pick
up the effort we should make it back to
the national tournament.”
The team will face a big challenge
on February 10, as they play host to the
Washington University Bears. The game
will stand as a good measure of how the
Griffins will fare against strong national
teams as the NCAA tournament looms
near.
Good luck to the team as they at
tempt to make it to the tournament for
the second consectutive year,

Lady Griffins turn it around
by Ben Delf
Sports Editor
The Lady Griffins are off and run
ning after a slow 0-5 start. The women
have won six of their last seven games,
which puts them in the top spot in the
SLJAC.
Coach Keith Quigley says, “It’s a
pleasant surprise to be 5-1 in confer
ence. We took some bumps early in the
season with non-conference teams.”
The Griffins have been led by Senior
Marilyn Kemp, Sophomore Laurie
Kralemann , and Junior Monica Jackson. Quigley says Marilyn Kemp’s “se
nior leadership has been outstanding up
to this point. She plays various roles on
the team and does whatever is asked of
her.”

The Griffins beat Principia College,
61-39. Laurie Kralemann and Marilyn
Kemp lead the team in scoring with
fifteen points each.
Kralemann commented, “We’ve had
our ups and downs but I think we are
coming together as a team and continue
to improve on a daily basis.”
The team's goal is to win SLIAC and
get to the NCAA tournament. Quigley
says, “I can’t ask anything more of the
girls in practice and games. They under
stand that you practice how you play.”
In addition to leading the conference
in victories, the Griffins have first place
in rebounding and team defense, allow
ing only 58.1 p.p.g.

"I am not the product of an insane, mad-scientist's
twisted experiment," commented an angry griffin
when asked what in the heck he was. "My parents
died when I was a young grif and I was raised by
my grandparents. They were two lions, an eagle,
and a serpent, so 1 have always assumed that I am
one of them."
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BEGINNING BABIES WITH BOOKS
Volunteers needed to assist in the
Beginning Babies with Books program
of the YMCA of Greater St. Louis,
KETC-Channel 9, St. Louis Public
Library and the St. Louis Regional
Medical Center. Read to children in
clinic waiting rooms! For more
information or to volunteer, call Patty
Molano at 436-1177, ext. 365 or Judi
Sams at 879-6233.

*$200-$500
WEEKLY*
Mailing phone cards. No experience
necessary.
For more information send a self
addressed
stamped envelope to: Global
Communication,
P.O. Box 5679, Hollywood, FL 33083
-----------------------------------------------------------

SHARE A PARKING SPACE WITH A FRIEND

Fontbanner digs up mud on our mascot

Griffin's parents were hybrids
by Lynn Busso
Special to the Fontbanner
The purpose of a school having a
mascot is to bring good luck, most com
monly at sporting events. Mizzou has
the tiger, Tulane the Crimson Tide, and
Notre Dame the Fighting Irish. At this
school, some people do not even know
there is a mascot. For those unsure what
animal or natural phenomenon repre
sents this school, it is the griffin.
What is a griffin? A griffin is a
mythological creature with the head and
wings of an eagle, the body of a lion, and
the tail of a serpent or lion. In the Far
East and India, legends around the grif
fin say that this fearsome looking crea
ture once guarded mines and treasures.
A griffin is what pulled the sun across
the sky in a chariot according to Greek
mythology.
Around campus, some believe the
mascot to be a wildcat. Others describe
the griffin as being a winged dragon, a
combination of a dragon and something
else, or they can not picture it at all. But
do not worry, this school is not com
pletely lacking in spirit. Many did know
that it was a half-lion-half-eagle-typething.
So how, exactly did the griffin come
to be the animal of choice to bring this
institution luck?
Twenty-five years ago, FC opened
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its doors to the male population of higher
education seekers. But by 1976, the
male population was not as high as they
had hoped. The only school sponsored
sport for men was soccer. Phisical edu
cation teacher Shirley Greenspan and
Dean Barry McArdle thought that to
help in the transition from an all-female
school to a coeducational one, a symbol
to help attract men to the campus needed
to be chosen. Greenspan and McArdle,
along with two newly hired coaches Jim
Johnson, women’s basketball, and Jackie
Williams, women’s volleyball, spent
several meetings trying to decide on a
mascot.
It was not until they were thumbing
through Webster’s Dictionary that they
had found a picture of a griffin. They
were drawn by its fierce appearance.
When they read the definition of the
animal, they thought it was so inspiring
and awesome that they decided then and
there, from that day on, students who
attend Fontbonne would be forever
known as the Fontbonne Griffins. Lucky
for FC students they had not stopped at
the first animal in the dictionary, other
wisecheerleaders at the basketball games
would be forming human pyramids and
chanting hurrah’s for the ever popular
aardvark.

LANDING

$6000 CASH!!
THAT'S WHAT YOU MISSED
BY NOT WORKING WITH US
LAST SUMMER
ALL SERVERS AND
BARTENDERS APPLY AT:
SKEETERS EATERY
727 N. FIRST STREET
LACLEDES LANDING

